unesco

Annex 1

the Feople of Jupan

UNESCO/Japan Young Researchers’ Fellowships Programme Cycle 2026

Invited Member States and Associate Members
(83 Member States and 9 Associate Members, including 48 SIDS)

Africa - 47 Member States!
Angola

Benin

Botswana

Burkina Faso

Burundi

Cameroon

Cabo Verde

Central African Republic
Chad

Comoros

Congo

Cote d’lvoire
Democratic Republic of the Congo
Djibouti

Equatorial Guinea
Eritrea

Eswatini

Ethiopia

Gabon

Gambia

Ghana

Guinea

Guinea-Bissau

Kenya

Arab States — 1 Member State?
Bahrain

Lesotho
Liberia
Madagascar
Malawi

Mali
Mauritius
Mozambique
Namibia
Niger
Nigeria
Rwanda
Sao Tome and Principe
Senegal
Seychelles
Sierra Leone
Somalia
South Africa
South Sudan
Togo
Uganda
United Republic of Tanzania
Zambia
Zimbabwe

Asia and the Pacific® - 17 Member States, 2 Associate Members*

Cook Islands
Fiji

Kiribati
Maldives

' 6 SIDS in Africa are included: Cabo Verde, Comoros, Guinea-Bissau, Mauritius, Sao Tome and Principe,

and Seychelles.

? Bahrain is a SIDS in the Arab States Region.

® 19 Pacific SIDS are included in the regional group of Asia and the Pacific.
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Marshall Islands

Micronesia (Federated State of)
Nauru

Niue

New Caledonia*

Palau

Papua New Guinea

Samoa

Latin America and the Caribbean*
Anguilla*

Antigua and Barbuda
Aruba*

Bahamas

Barbados

Belize

British Virgin Islands*
Cayman Islands*
Cuba

Curagao*

Dominica

Dominican Republic

Europe — 2 Member States
Tuarkiye
Ukraine

ihe People of Jupan
Singapore
Solomon Islands
Timor-Leste
Tokelau*
Tonga
Tuvalu
Vanuatu

— 16 Member States, 7 Associate Members*

Grenada

Guyana

Haiti

Jamaica
Montserrat*

Saint Kitts and Nevis
Saint Lucia

Saint Vincent and the Grenadines
Sint Maarten*
Suriname

Trinidad and Tobago

“ All the countries and Associate Members listed under Latin America and the Caribbean group are SIDS
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Annex 2
UNESCO/Japan Young Researchers’ Fellowships Programme Cycle 2026

5 Research Areas and 28 Indicative Sub-areas

Research Areas Code Indicative Sub-areas
CLT-1 Promotion and conservation of cultural heritage for sustainable
development in its economic, social and environmental
dimensions, with a focus on entrepreneurship and youth
Heritage
Conservation and CLT-2 | Cultural heritage protection in conflict situations, with a particular
Management focus on recovery and specific support to communities
CLT-3 | Sustainable cultural tourism and heritage conservation
CI-1 Preservation and Accessibility of Digital Documentary Heritage
SC-1 Al for water resources modelling, flood and drought forecasting,
groundwater assessment, and decision support systems
SC-2 Al supported ecosystem monitoring, biodiversity assessment, and
biosphere reserve management
Al for Sustainable SC-3 Al applications in geohazard assessment, land degradation, and
Management of sustainable use of geological heritage

Natural Resources

and Climate Action Social dimensions of Al-driven climate and resource decisions,
SHS-1 | . L e .

including impacts on livelihoods and equity

Integration of indigenous and local knowledge with Al-based

SHS-2 environmental data and models

Responsible use of Al in scientific research, data sharing,

SC-4 transparency, and reproducibility
Trustworthy Al use and capacity building in science and
SC-5 .
technology systems at the national level
Ethical, Inclusive, SHs.3 | Operationalisation of ethical principles, human rights, inclusion,
and Human-Centred and fairness in Al systems

Al for Sustainable

Development SHS-4 | Social impacts of Al, governance models, and policy responses

Addressing algorithmic bias, digital divides, and unequal access to

SHS-5 | Al benefits

Cl-2 | Al and the rule of law
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Al for sustainable urban water management, sanitation, and
SC-6 | resilience

SC-7 Use of Al for hazard prediction, impact modelling, and resilience

planning
Al for Sustainable Al-supported monitoring of air, water, and soil pollution
Cities, SC-8
Infrastructure, and
Societal Resilience SHs.g | Human-centred Al applications for urban planning, mobility,
housing, and service delivery
SHS-7 Participatory and accountable governance models for Al-enabled
urban systems
SHS-8 Community, youth and citizen engagement in Al-supported local

solutions

ED-1 | Al and pedagogy, curriculum and the sciences of learning

ED-2 | Al competencies for teachers, students and policymakers

ED-3 | Al and higher education, research and the future of knowledge

Al'and Education ED-4 | Al governance, regulation, ethics and sovereignty in education

ED-5 | Al-enabled learning for sustainability and climate action

ED-6 | Green Al literacy and sustainable Al education policy

Al, media and information literacy, and information integrity for

ED-7 ESD
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Annex 3

UNESCO/Japan Young Researchers’ Fellowships Programme Cycle 2026

Application Form

1. Personal Information

Ms O Mr First name:
Last name:

Nationality: Enter your nationality. Date of Birth: Click or tap to enter a date.

Country and Place of birth: Click to enter text.

Permanent address: Click to enter your permanent address.

Current residence address: Click to enter your current residence address.

Mailing address: Click to enter if your mailing address is different from above.

E-mail: Click to enter your email address. | Telephone Number: Click to enter your telephone number.
Emergency contact name: Click to enter text.

Relation to the applicant: Click to enter text. |

Emergency contact phone number and email: Click to enter text.

Emergency contact mailing address: Click to enter text.

2. Education
Highest level of education obtained: [1Master’s degree; [1 Doctoral degree; [1Other equivalent qualification:
Please list your educational background below beginning with the most recent educational qualifications or training, including
fellowship and training relevant to your proposed fellowship under this programme. Additional rows may be added, if needed.
Please note that copies of all listed diplomas/certificates must be included in your application.
Name, city and country of Years attended Title of the qualification obtained: Date
educational institution from to indicate the main field of study obtained
3. Professional Experience
Present position
Name and location of Dates of Service Current duties
employer from to
Previous professional experience (add more rows if needed)
Name and location of Dates of Service Responsibilities
employer from | to

MoropyxeHo:
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4. Publications and Research

List any publications (including publisher and date of publication) and any major research projects undertaken:

5. Language Skills (Proof of language proficiency should be attached, where applicable)

Language(s) of instruction during the proposed fellowship Language Proficiency Levels:
e  Mother tongue
Click to enter text. e Excellent : Ability to read, write and speak a language

at the level of an educated native speaker.

e Very Good : Ability to read, write, and speak a
language with sufficient accuracy and vocabulary to
participate effectively in most formal and informal
conversations.

e Good : Ability to read, write, and speak a language
sufficiently to meet most work requirements and show
some ability to communicate on concrete topics.

e Fair : Ability to read, write, and speak a language,
sufficiently for routine informal conversations and
limited work/formal conversations.

e Basic : Ability to read, write, and speak a language
using limited vocabulary and command of language
structure.

Indicate your proficiency level of the language(s) of instruction
(add more rows if needed)

Click to choose your level of the
indicated language.

Click to choose your level of the
indicated language.

Click to choose your level of
indicated language.

6. Proposed Fellowship Research

6.1 Please select the research area and | Selected research area:
sub-area from Annex 2 that best | Please select a research area.
correspond to the main focus of your
proposed research. Selected sub-area:
Please select a sub-area.

6.2 Title of proposed research Click or tap here to enter text.

6.3 Proposed duration of fellowship Total duration: Enter number months, from Click or tap to enter a date. to Click
or tap to enter a date.

6.4 Proposed host institution in Japan Name of institution: Click or tap here to enter text.
Name and title of supervisor: Click or tap here to enter text.

Have you received and included the letter of acceptance from the indicated host
institution?

MoropyxeHo:
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7. Other Information

7.1. Please make sure you | 1) Application form, duly completed in English or French

have attached all the | 2) Certified copies of diplomas

required documents in your | 3) Academic transcripts

application: 4) Letter of recommendation

5) Letter of acceptance from the host institution

6) Certificate of language proficiency

gioooigjgio

7) Research proposal, using the official template in Annex 4

7.2. Have you previously been awarded a fellowship under any UNESCO Fellowships Programme?
ClYes CINo

If yes, please indicate:
The name of the UNESCO Fellowships Programme: Click to enter the name of the awarded UNESCO Fellowships Programme.
Year of award: Click to enter the year.

8. Applicant’s Statement

| certify that the information | have provided above is complete and accurate.

Date and Signature: Click here to sign.
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Annex 4: UNESCO/Japan Young Researchers’ Fellowships Programme Cycle 2026

Proposal Form

[Note: The research proposal should not exceed 3 pages, including the budget, and must be completed
in English or French. Please delete the guidance text in blue before your submission.]

1.Candidate and Proposal overview

Ms Mr First name:
Last name:
Nationality: Enter your nationality. Date of Birth: tap to enter a date.

Proposal title: Click here to enter text.
Research area:

Please select a research area.
Sub-area:

Please select a sub-area.

Proposed host Institution: Name and title of academic supervisor:
Enter the name of the institution. Click or tap here to enter text.
Proposed duration: Click to enter months, from date to date.

2. Description of the Proposed Research

The description should address the following aspects: 1) background of the research topic; 2) scope and
purpose of the proposed project; 3) the innovative and original nature of the research and its expected
contribution to the field; 4) Justification for the choice of the host institution.

3. Expected Results and Outcomes

Describe the expected results of the research, and how the fellowship at the proposed Japanese institution
will contribute to achieving these objectives. Indicate the potential impact of the research to the area.

4. Research Implementation Plan

In this section, please describe: 1) the main activities you plan to undertake at the host institution; 2) the
research approach and methodology that you will adopt, where applicable; 3) how you will organize the
work, including a concrete timeline; 4) how you will interact with the host institution, including the
aspects of supervision, training and collaboration.

5. Budget

Provide a clear and realistic budget estimate in table format, including a breakdown of main cost categories
and the total amount requested.

Please note the total amount should not exceed US$10,000. The budget may include travel,
accommodation, subsistence, local transportation, incidental expenses, medical insurance and other

MoropyxeHo:
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research-related costs where applicable. Tuition fees are generally not applicable. Costs such as equipment
purchase, publication, and conference participation are not eligible unless justified as integral to the
research.

Medical insurance is mandatory for all selected fellows and will be arranged by UNESCO on their behalf.
The cost of medical insurance is included within the fellowship grant and will be deducted from the total
fellowship amount prior to disbursement. Fellows will therefore receive the balance of the fellowship grant
after deduction of the medical insurance cost. Applicants should take the cost of medical insurance into
account when estimating the funds available for their fellowship in Japan. For indicative purposes, the cost
of medical insurance is estimated at approximately USS75 per month, with a total cost ranging from
USS$225 to USS675, depending on the proposed duration of the fellowship.

MoropyxeHo:
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The Assistant Director-General
For Priority Africa and External Relations

To: National Commissions
for UNESCO of invited Member
States and Associate Members

Cc: Permanent Delegations
to UNESCO of invited Member
States and Associate Members

Ref.: PAX/DFC/NAC/2026/38 3 July 2026
Madam/Sir,

On behalf of the Director-General, | am pleased to inform you of the launch of the call
for applications for the 2026 cycle of the UNESCO/Japan Young Researchers’
Fellowships Programme (also known as the UNESCO/Keizo Obuchi Research
Fellowships Programme). This Programme aims to strengthen research capacities and
foster knowledge development and exchange among young researchers in areas
aligned with UNESCO’s mandate.

Generously funded by the Government of Japan through the Japanese Funds-in-Trust
for the Capacity-Building of Human Resources, the 2026 cycle of this Programme will
award ten (10) fellowships to highly qualified young researchers from Africa, Small Island
Developing States (SIDS), as well as Ukraine and Turkiye. These fellowships are
intended to support innovative and interdisciplinary postgraduate research related to
heritage conservation and management, sustainable development, and artificial
intelligence. More specifically, the 2026 cycle will focus on the following interdisciplinary
research areas:

Heritage Conservation and Management;

Al for Sustainable Management of Natural Resources and Climate Action;
Ethical, Inclusive and Human-Centred Al for Sustainable Development;
Al for Sustainable Cities, Infrastructure and Societal Resilience; and

Al and Education.

The list of research areas and their indicative sub-areas is provided in Annex 2 of the
enclosed Application Guide.

Selected fellows will receive a fellowship grant of up to US$10,000, provided as a lump-
sum contribution, to support the implementation of their proposed research project in
Japan. The fellowship must be carried out for a period of no less than three (3) months
and no more than nine (9) months, under the supervision of an academic mentor at a
Japanese university or research institution.

United Nations Educational, Scientific and Cultural Organization
7, Place de Fontenoy 75352 Paris 07 SP France
T: +33 (0)1 45 68 10 00

Morop)xeHo: WWW.UNEesco.org
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Applicants must meet the following requirements:

e be nationals of one of the invited Member States or Associate Members listed in
Annex 1;

e be no more than forty (40) years old at the time of application;

e hold at least a Master's degree or equivalent in a field relevant to the proposed
research, and demonstrate strong academic and research potential;

o demonstrate sufficient proficiency in reading and writing in the language of
instruction or supervision at the proposed host institution in Japan; and

e have obtained acceptance from an academic supervisor at a Japanese university
or research institution, who will oversee the proposed research.

The enclosed Application Guide provides detailed information on the eligibility
requirements and submission procedures.

Each invited Member State or Associate Member may submit a maximum of two (2)
candidates, of whom at least one (1) should be a woman. Endorsed applications,
including the letter of nomination and all required supporting documents completed by
the candidates in accordance with the Application Guide, must be submitted by e-mail
to keizoobuchi.fellowships@unesco.org no later than 30 September 2026 at
midnight, Paris time.

We would be grateful if you could disseminate the information on this call for applications
through the most appropriate channels and networks of your National Commission to
ensure that it reaches the most qualified candidates.

Should you need further information, please contact the National Commissions and
Fellowships Unit at the e-mail address indicated above.

Yours sincerely,

m Lidia Arthur Brito

Enc.:
Application Guide and Annexes for the UNESCO/Japan Young Researchers’ Fellowships
Programme Cycle 2026

2/2
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UNESCO/Japan Young Researchers’ Fellowships Programme Cycle 2026
Application Guide

1. Introduction

The UNESCO/Japan Young Researchers’ Fellowship Programme (also known as the
UNESCO/Keizo Obuchi Research Fellowships Programme) was established in 2001 under the
Japanese Funds-in-Trust for the Capacity-Building of Human Resources, with the aim of
strengthening research capacities and fostering knowledge development and exchanges in areas
aligned with UNESCO’s mandate.

Under the Cycle 2026 of the Programme, UNESCO and the Government of Japan will award 10
fellowships to highly qualified young researchers from Africa, the Small Island Developing States
(SIDS), as well as Ukraine and Turkiye (see Annex 1). These fellowships are intended to support
innovative and high-quality postgraduate research related to Heritage Conservation and
Management, Sustainable Development, and Artificial Intelligence, with particular attention to
interdisciplinary research that connects these themes with specific contexts, methods, areas of
application, and social, ethical and governance issues. More specifically, proposals under the
2026 cycle should fall within the following research areas:

e Heritage Conservation and Management;

o Al for Sustainable Management of Natural Resources and Climate Action;
o Ethical, Inclusive and Human-Centred Al for Sustainable Development;

o Al for Sustainable Cities, Infrastructure and Societal Resilience;

e Al and Education.

Candidates should refer to Annex 2 for the indicative sub-areas under each research area and
select the one that best corresponds to the focus of their proposed research.

Selected fellows will be awarded a fellowship grant of up to US$10,000 to support the
implementation of their proposed research projects. The research will be carried out in Japanese
universities or research institutions for a period ranging from 3 to 9 months, between February
2027 and December 2027, under the supervision of an academic mentor. The grant will be
provided as a lump-sum contribution and is expected to cover costs directly related to the research,
in accordance with the Programme provisions.

The Programme is implemented by UNESCO in partnership with the Government of Japan,
through the Ministry of Foreign Affairs of Japan, the Permanent Delegation of Japan to UNESCO
and the Japanese National Commission for UNESCO, and, where appropriate, with the support
of relevant host universities and research institutions in Japan.

2. Timeline for Cycle 2026

Procedures Month/Year
Launch of call for applications 6 July 2026

MoropyxeHo:
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Deadline for submission of applications | 30 September 2026
Evaluation and selection of candidates | October — November 2026
Award of fellowships December 2026
Fellowship period in Japan From February 2027 onwards, to be completed no
later than December 2027

3.

Eligibility Requirements

Candidates applying for the fellowships must meet the following criteria:

MoropyxeHo:
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Nationality: be nationals of one of the invited Member States or Associate Members listed
in Annex 1;

Age: Be no more than forty (40) years old at the time of application;

Academic qualifications: Hold at least a Master’s degree (or equivalent) in a field relevant
to the proposed research, and demonstrate strong academic and research potential;

Language proficiency: Demonstrate sufficient proficiency in reading and writing in the
language of instruction or supervision at the proposed host institution in Japan;

Host institution acceptance: Have obtained acceptance from an academic supervisor at
a Japanese university or research institution, who will oversee the proposed research.

Required documents
The application must include the following documents:

1) Fellowship application form: duly completed in English or French, using the
official UNESCO fellowship application template (Annex 3).

2) Certified copies of diplomas: Prospective diploma winners must submit official
proof of student status issued by their current educational institution.

Documents submitted in languages other than English or French must be
accompanied by a notarized translation in English or French.

3) Academic transcripts: transcripts in languages other than English or French must
be accompanied by a notarized English or French translation.

4) Letter of recommendation from a referee familiar with the candidate’s research
or professional work;

5) Letter of acceptance from the host institution, indicating that the host institution
confirms its willingness to receive the candidate and to provide the necessary
supervision and research facilities in the proposed field of study.

6) Certificate of language proficiency: Candidates should provide proof of
proficiency in the language of instruction or supervision of the proposed research.
This may include an official language proficiency certificate, such as IELTS, TOEFL,

iryna.zarubinska@npp.kai.edu.ua
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JLPT or other recognized language tests, where applicable. In the absence of such
a certificate, candidates must submit the UNESCO Certificate of Language
Knowledge (Annex 5), duly completed, signed and stamped by a certified language
institution or language tutor.

Research proposal: A detailed description of the proposed research work,
including the budget, must be submitted in English or French, using the Research
Proposal Template (Annex 4), and should not exceed 3 pages. It must meet the
following requirements:

o Content of the proposal: Candidates should refer to the guidance in the
template and provide clear and relevant information on their proposed
research, including a description of the research, the expected results and
outcomes, the research implementation plan, and the proposed budget.

o Research area and sub-area: A primary research area and the
corresponding sub-area from Annex 2 that best reflect the main focus of the
proposed research should be specified in the research proposal.

e Duration: The duration of the fellowship must be no less than 3 months and
no more than 9 months. Applicants are encouraged to ensure that the
proposed duration is realistic in relation to the level of funding provided
under the Programme.

¢ Budget: The budget must present a clear and realistic estimate of the costs
associated with the proposed research and must be expressed in United
States dollars (USD). The total amount requested must not exceed the
maximum fellowship grant of US$10,000, which is intended to cover
exclusively costs related to international and domestic travel for the
approved itinerary, accommodation, medical insurance and personal
subsistence in Japan (including meals, local transportation and incidental
expenses), as well as other research-related expenses, where applicable.
However, costs such as tuition, the purchase of equipment (including
computers), publication costs, and participation in conferences are not
eligible under the Programme, unless such participation can be clearly
justified as an integral part of the research and makes a direct and
significant contribution to the project.

¢ Medical insurance: Medical insurance is mandatory for all selected fellows
and will be arranged by UNESCO on their behalf. The cost of medical
insurance is included within the fellowship grant and will be deducted from
the total fellowship amount prior to disbursement. Fellows will therefore
receive the balance of the fellowship grant after deduction of the medical
insurance cost. Applicants should take the cost of medical insurance into
account when estimating the funds available for their fellowship in Japan.
For indicative purposes, the cost of medical insurance is estimated at
approximately US$75 per month, with a total cost ranging from US$225 to
US$675, depending on the proposed duration of the fellowship.

5. Submission of Applications
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Applications must be submitted through the National Commissions for UNESCO of the
candidates’ respective countries. Interested applicants are encouraged to contact their
National Commissions in advance to enquire about the submission and pre-selection
procedures at the national level. Only applications endorsed by the National Commissions
for UNESCO of the invited Member States will be considered by UNESCO.

Endorsed applications, including the letter of nomination and all required supporting
documents, must be submitted by email to keizoobuchi.fellowships@unesco.org, no later
than 30 September 2026 (midnight, Paris time).

Each invited Member State or Associate Member may submit a maximum of two (2)
candidates, of whom at least one should be woman.

Incomplete applications or applications received after the deadline will not be considered.
Candidates who do not meet the eligibility requirements will not be considered in the
selection process.

6. Selection of Fellowship Recipients

The evaluation of applications will be conducted by a Selection Committee composed of
experts from UNESCO and the Government of Japan in the relevant fields, taking into
account the merits of the candidates, as well as the quality, relevance and originality of
their proposed research. The final decision of selection will be made by the Japanese
authorities, based on the recommendation of the committee, with due consideration to
gender equality and diversity.

The results of the selection will be communicated to successful candidates through an
official Letter of Award issued by UNESCO. Candidates who have not been notified of the
outcome of their application by 31 January 2027 should consider that their application
unsuccessful.

7. Dissemination of Research Results

Fellows are encouraged to disseminate the results of their research upon completion of
the fellowship. Where appropriate, research results and related communication materials
may also be shared through the Unit of National Commissions and Fellowships through
relevant communication channels. No prior approval from UNESCO is required for the
publication of scholarly work arising from research conducted under the Programme. In all
such publications, fellows are expected to acknowledge the support of UNESCO,
UNESCO/Japan Young Researchers’ Fellowships Programme, and the Government of
Japan. A copy of any resulting publication should be transmitted to UNESCO for
information.

Fellows will also be required to submit an interim report and a final report, at the halfway
point and at the end of their fellowship respectively, outlining the progress and outcomes
of their research. In addition, a one-page summary of the research outcomes at the end of
their fellowship shall be provided for communication purposes by UNESCO.

UNESCO does not undertake to publish the research outputs, and no financial support will
be provided for publication purposes.
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Dear Secretaries-General,

On behalf of Ms Lidia Arthur Brito, Assistant Director-General for Priority Africa and External Relations,
we are pleased to share with you the Announcement Letter for the 2026 cycle of the UNESCO/Japan
Young Researchers’ Fellowships Programme (also known as the UNESCO/Keizo Obuchi Research
Fellowships Programme).

Generously funded by the Government of Japan, the 2026 cycle of the Programme will award 10
fellowships to highly qualified young researchers from Africa, Small Island Developing States
(SIDS), as well as Ukraine and Tiirkiye. The fellowships aim to support innovative and interdisciplinary
postgraduate research in areas related to Heritage Conservation and Management, Sustainable
Development, and Artificial Intelligence.

Detailed information on the Programme, including eligibility requirements, research areas, submission
procedures and the relevant application forms, is provided in the attached Application Guide and its
annexes.

Each invited Member State or Associate Member may submit a maximum of two (2) candidates, of
whom at least one (1) should be a woman. The official nomination letter, along with the complete
application documents of the nominated candidates, should be submitted to UNESCO
exclusively by e-mail to keizoobuchi.fellowships@unesco.org, by 30 September 2026 at
midnight, Paris time.

Programme information and application documents are also available on the dedicated UNESCO
webpage. We would be grateful if you could disseminate this call for applications, together with the
attached documents and the webpage link, through your national network to ensure that it reaches the
most qualified candidates in your country.

With our sincere thanks for your continued support and cooperation.
Yours sincerely,
National Commissions and Fellowships Unit

unesco.org

unesco

[lokymeHT nignucaHo y cepiici BuacHo (noyaTok)
Jinct MOH Ykpainn N2 7-287-26.pdf.pdf
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